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ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 1 .56 and pursuant 
to 37 C.F.R. 1.97-1.98, Applicant hereby notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office of the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-SB-08A. One copy of the 
cited document is submitted herewith. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that 
any such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present 
application. Applicant reserves the right to dispute any of the listed documents as 
prior art during examination. Further, Applicant does not waive any right to take any 
action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any listed 
document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 
Furthermore, the submission of this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be 
- construed as a representation that a search has been made or that no other 

material information may exist.Applicant respectfully submits that all pending claims 
are patentable over the foregoing references, alone or in combination. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed with a PETITION 
TO MAKE SPECIAL PURSUANT TO 37 CFR §1 .102(d) AND MPEP 708.02(1) FOR 
MANUFACTURE. 

The invention is directed to receipt and display by a thermostat of current 
information from a first remote correspondent. 

An extensive and diligent search was made relative to thermostats and other 
such devices with data connections to a network. 

US Patent 5170935 is directed to a system for a human to thermostat 
interface where a thermostat learns to compare presently input thermal sensations 
with calculated anticipatory parameters stored in the thermostat. Input means are 
described for touch screens. 



US Patent 4224615 discloses a generalized form of a touch screen for user 

input. 

US Patent 5818428 describes a touch screen for a PC or home appliance 
that can be changed in appearance after purchase by a user to make the interface 
more acceptable to the user. 

US Patent 6344861 discloses that a handheld device such as a PDA may be 
used wirelessly to form an interface with a thermostat. 

The references do not disclose a method for using different touch screen 
displays which represent subsequent menu or sub listed functions accessible 
through a touch screen display in a thermostat. 



Respectfully submitted, Dated: Oct. 31 , 2002 

David T. Bracken 
Registration No. 37,522 




at 



PTO/SB/42 (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

Sheet of 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


en \K\r* nATC 
IF APPROPRIATE 








62 


85 


91 


I 




















5' 


7C 


93 


5 




















52 


44 


86 


1 




















5t 


HE 


42 


8 




















42 


24 


61 


5 











































































































































































37 CFR 1.501 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN A PATENT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



Docket Number (Optional) 



Patent Number 



Applicant Rosen 



Issue Date 



Group Art Unit 



U.S PATENT DOCUMENTS 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 





DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 















































































































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 
20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



